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A  radio  talk  ‘by  C..  17.  ITarUrirton,  Director  of  Extension  'Tork,  .”U,  b. 


rAtX, 


raent  of  Agric^'’lt''are,  to  Be  delivered  in  the  4-H 
and  Horne  Honr,  Satnu’day,  IToverniber  5,  1932,  over 
radio  stations. 

Bojrs'and  girls  and  friends  of  4-H  cl'do  vrork: 


'  1932 


S  cliio  period  of  the  itafessaliESW AgJc^t^  j 
r  a  network  of  37  a,Ssociate  I'BC  f 


I  arn  delighted  to  join  with  you  toda.y  ih' cel  eh  rating-  this  anniversary  of 
4-H  cluh  achievement.  You  ha,ve  all  listened -'with  joy  and  pride  in  the  last  'lialf 
hour 'td  the  stirring  and  very  human' stories  of  rrhat  cluh  hoys  and  girls  in  2/our 
own  State  have  acconrpl i shed ,  It  is  an  inspiration  to  hear  such  stories,  to  know 
tluat  you  4-H  hoys  and  girls  are  earner ing 'on  *in  such  persistent  and  nuidaunted 
fashion.  It- gives  courage  to  us  who'  are  working  with  you  to  '-’ace  our  S-ifi ic'.'l- 
ties  a-id  overcome  them,.  This  is  a  time  when  courage,  the  spirit  to  carry  on,,  is 
more  needed  than  a:iy  other  one  thing-.  "  Your_achi'evements  of  the  year  have  demon¬ 
strated  your  ^7illingness  to  carry  through  , to  a  fi'nish  the  things  to  which  you 
have  dedicated  not  only  your  hand^  hut  your  heads  and  yqur  hearts.' 

I  wo’ald  like'  to  help  you  to  realize  v/hat  ydur  achievements  mean  to  the  l'a.tion 
in  this  trying  time.  To  have  900,000  hoys  and  girls  earnestly-,  persistently,  and 
unfalteringly  seeking  to  do  those 'things  tliat  will  help  then  and  their  fathers 
and  mothers,  brothers,  and  sisters  in  preservkig  fainily  life  and  in  malcing  the 
family  income  go '  as  far  as  possible'’ in  meeting  the. family’  s  heeds  -  that  to  my  . 
mind  is  the  most  helpful  influence  possible  ki  the  prd sent  situation,  llearly  a 
million  hoj^s  a^acl  girls  facing  the  coming  year  with  cou.r cage  and  hope,  and  with  the 
satisfaction  'that  comes  from  work  well  done  -  that  .is  "the  picture  that  you  4-H 
cluh  members  give  to  the  llation,  ,  Ho  who  are  listening,. in  today  -  your  fathers 
and  mothers,  your  local  leaci-crs,  your  friends  and  neighbors,  and  the  men  and  women 
\7ho  represent  the  cooperative  extension  service  of  the  State  agricultural  colleges 
and  the  U.  S.  Department  of  AgriciLture  of  which  4-H  club  work  is  a  part  -  may 
well  take  heart  a:id  courage  from  yo'or  example.  He  are  proud  of  you ‘and  of  our 
connection  with  you  in  4-H  cluh  work,  . 


Achieve'ment  day  is  particularly  fitting  as 'a  4-H  cluh  celebration  because 
every  loyal  4-Ii  cliih  member  must  achieve  something  of  recognized  valiie.  in  the 
home  or  on  the  farm,  TLien  a  hoy  or  girl,  joins  a  4-H  cluh  he  takes'  this  achieve¬ 
ment  as  his  goal.  Anyone  who  lias  worked  hard,  with  intelligence, ''patience  and 
courage  through  the  long  months  from  seed  time  to  harvest,  has  earned  undisputed 
right  to  sat isf section  in 'his  achievement.  Sc,  today,  v/e  are  proud  of  .yowj:*  work 

in  1932,  On  hundreds  of  thousands  of  farms  and  in  every  'State  of  the  Union  yoei 
have  demonstrated  hpw  in  the  face  of  low  prices  crops  and  livestock  nay  he  grov/n 
at  low  cost  and  with  some  measure  of  profit.  From  your  gardens  and  your  poultry 
flodcs  have  come  fresh  vegetables  and  eggs  and  poultry  as  yo\-ir  contribution  to  the 
family  living  and  the  maintenance  of  family  wealth.  ,  , 

4-H  cluh  members  liave  filled  tlie  pantry  shelves  in  thousands  of  farm  homes 
with  the  winter’s  store  of  food,  Club  girls  have  stocked  the  home  v/ardrohes  v:ith 
garments  made  in  worleaanlike  manner,  'Farm  homes  the  country  over  have  been  made 
more  comfortable  and  efficient, by  the  thoughtful  effort  of  the  4-H  club  members 
who  share  them.  These  and  lilie  oohievement s  2'du  laave  written  down  in  your  record 
books  for  1932  with  well  e  arned  patisf  act  ion, 

(over)  * 


Tliese  visible  things  yon  nave  done  are  not  .yo'or  only  acnicvenents  of  the 
year,  Tne:gdQd  vrorlman  taloes  pride  in'knoTring  Iioyj  to  use  b-is  tools  efficiently. 
Tractors,  conbines,  ha;,^  loaders,  .and  nilking  machines  are  not  tne  only  tools  on 
the  nodern  farm,  xToithcr  are  washing  machines,  vacuim  cleaners,  e.lectric  light&, 
and  ronning  wader  the  only  tools  of  the  housewife,  ?a,cts,  today,  are  just  as 
much  the  tools  and  equipment  of  the  farmer  and  the  farm  woman  as  these- -other  more 
visible  things.  One  of  the  great  achievements  of  farmers  and  faria  women  in  the 
past  q-ijarter  of ,  acentury  has  been  their,  -  success  in  putting  new  facts  to  work  for 
them,  4-H  club' members ,  too,  "out  facts  to  worli.  As  you  have  uroceeded  in  youi* . 
clubs  this  year,  you  have  . learned  to  use  facts  shillf.ully  and  intelligently,  -.You 
hnow  what  facts  tint  apply  to  the  farm  and  the  home  can  be  obtained  from  your 
State  a.gricrlturcil  college  and  the  U.  S,  Department  of  Agricalture.,  winch  together 
provide  you  with  a  great  fact-f  inding.  machine.  You  know  tint  the  wa^?"  to  -get  hold 
of  these  facts  is  thro'’Jgh  yowr  county  extension  agent,  ■'iTnen  you  are  faced  with 
new  problems  you  knov;  that  probably  facts  may  be  load  that' will  help  you.  You  get 
these  facts  aid  nse  them.  You  Iciov;  that  today  it  talxes  all  the  resources  you  cai 
muster  to  do  a  first  class  job  at  farming  or  homemaking  aid  that  facts  are  paxet 
of  your  reso'orces.  You  liave  acquired  the  ability  to  put  this  resource  to  work 
ill  a  practical  wa3^*  You  know  better  now  how  to  do  any  job  because  you  Iniow  now 
that  anj/  facts  bearing  on  that  job  must  be  a  part  of  yoiu*  equipment  for  doing  it 
efficiently.  This ‘ in  it  self  is  ai  achievement. 

It  is  an  achievement also  to  have  acquired  the  habit  of  looking’ for  progress 
in  the’ way  thin-,;;s  are  done.  This  is  one  reason  why  I  believe  the  4-H  clubs  are: 
such  an  importait  feature  in  agricultural  education.  They  not  only  help  yoaig 
people  to  leafn  better  farming  and  liomemalring  methods,  but  they  help  them,  to  ac¬ 
quire  the  habit  of  expecting  improvements  on  even  these  better  methods.  -  to  strive 
to  "mal'ee  the  best  better,” 

There  is  still  another  achievement  that  is  not  called  by  this  term  in  your.  , 
record  books,  I  believe  it  to  be  more  important  to  you  and  to  the  nation  and  at 
the  same  time  more  diff icult  to  accori^xlish  tlian  most  other  achievements  of  4-H 
'cl-ijb  work,  I  mean  the  habit  of  thinking  as'  a  group  and  acting  as  a  group,  '  He 
call  it  the  ability  to  cooperate.  Let  me  illustrate,  A  club  member  attends  a. 
meeting  of  his  club  at  least  once  each  mont'n.  He  learns  to  bring  his  problems 
to  the ' club and ' learns  about  those  of  his  fellow  members  as  the  extension  agent 
or  local  club  leader  discusses  each  problem  and  how  it  may  be  met.  He  taJ-ies  re¬ 
sponsibility  for ■ something  the  club 'wishes  done,  collecting  record  books,  arrang¬ 
ing  for  the  cl'fb  erdiibit  a,t  the  fair,  for  the  club  tou.r.  He  may  serve  his  club  • 
as  an  officer,  ,  He  learns  to,  carry  his  sZnare  of  responsibility,  ho  learns  ^.that 
some  things  can  be  accomplished  more  easily  bj/  tine  boys  and  girls  when  they, each 
do  some  definite  part  of  the  whole  job.  He  learns  to  cooperate. 

As  we  stand  in  the  bright  light  of  yo'or  year’s  achievement,  I  think  it  v/ell 
that  in  our  pride  .and  satisfaction  with  the  work  you  have  done  we  give  some  thought 
to  those  who  have  helped  us  to  reach  our  goal  and  improve  the  measure  of  our 
ability  to  'go  forward  with  new  enterprises  and  new  endeavors.  First,  there  are 
your  fathers  and  mothers,  whose  sympathy,  and  encouragement  ha.ve  made  it  possible 
for  you  to  continue  and  to  succeed  in  your  club  work.  There  is  no  greater  in¬ 
fluence  for  progress  and  betterment  in  the  life  of  the  boy  and  girl  than  that  of-  . 
the  interested  and  sympathetic  father  and  mother,  You.r  happiness  and  success - 
are  their  first  concern,  Hext,  I  would-  pay  tribute  to  the  generous  effort  and 
guidance  that  7'"', 000  men  and  women  serving  as  local  leaders  of  4-H  clr'-bs  have 
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given  to  oring  afoout  the  highest  possihle  achievement  on  yoirr  part.  The  only 
rev/ard  these  leaders  \7ill  get  is  yonr  thanks  a:'id  ap'prociation.  This  I  Inow  you 
xiill  give  them  in  full  measure,  I  thinlo  I  roay  rightly  mention,  too,  the  exten¬ 
sion  workers  of  the  State  agricultural  colleges  and  of  the  United  States  Depart¬ 
ment  of  igricultui’e.  It  is  their  privilege  and  their  duty  to  work  with  you, 
Whatever  you  achieve,  they  in  a  large  sense,  also  achieve.  They  seek  to  "bring 
to  you  the  facts  you  need  to  do  in  a  "better  way  the  practical  ever^ki.ay  things 
a'bout  the  farm  and  home  that  make  so  much  for  pride  and  satisfaction  in  lural 
life,  I  am  liappy  to  .join  them  today  in  expressing  to  you  i— H  "boTs  and  girls  of 
the  I'Tation  o'or  ap’orociation  of  the  willingness,  fne  persistence,  and  the  loyalty 
you  liavo  displayed  in  reaching  n'our  goals  for  1932, 
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